












August 3, 2015 

 

Leon and Lorie Bennett 

4310 S. Kingwood St, Kennewick 

 

To the KID Board of Directors concerning the Elliot Lake potable water 
system, in regard to your letter to residents dated July 28, 2015:  

We are residents of the Elliot Lake area, and have lived at this address since 
2001. 

1.  Our current water rate is $60 a month, which includes both potable 
and irrigation water.  The rate is not seasonally adjusted, in that we 
pay the same amount during the fall and winter months when we 
receive no irrigation water.  As you consider a rate increase, keep in 
mind that we already pay a very high price for water. 

2. For several years now we have been receiving potable water from the 
City of Kennewick, also with no rate reduction from KID, even though 
the city water is provided at a cheaper rate than what our old 
pump/well system provided.  We have never been told how much the 
City charges KID for the water, how much savings has accumulated to 
KID from that, or why any savings could not have been used toward 
upgrading our potable water system.   

The houses served by our water system are divided between those in the 
city limits of Kennewick, and outside the city boundary.  This fact was 
pointed out to the city during the annexation hearings, but was ignored by 
the City Manager.  All the houses connected to our system should have been 
in the annexation, since all had a common potable water system and are 
now receiving City of Kennewick water.  My understanding is that a new 
annexation proposal is planned to correct this rather stupid situation. 

3. For this reason, any decisions on your part to upgrade our water 
system should be delayed until all the houses served are within the 
city limit.  In addition, the City should be involved with any decision 
making process you use to change our water rate for infrastructure 
work. 



4. According to a recent article in the Tri-City Herald, on which I 
unfortunately didn’t note the date, but headlined “Kennewick agrees to 
work with KID on land purchase” and subtitled “City to also take on 
potable water system that serves Elliot Lake neighborhood”, 
apparently a “deal” has been reached between KID and the city of 
Kennewick regarding the city taking over our water system in return 
for KID land at the old Vista Field.  At what stage is that agreement, 
and how will it affect us? Will the City be in charge of our 
infrastructure upgrade, or KID?  If the City, why is KID considering a 
rate hike to cover the construction?  The above mentioned article says 
that “the system would be brought up to city standards before the 
transfer, with KID using some of the land sale revenue for upgrading 
the water system”.  True?   

5. A few years ago, KID was actively looking for grant money to help 
defray some of the cost of our infrastructure upgrade situation.  What 
happened to those grant requests?  Have any more requests been 
made, or even considered?   

6. Could you provide an accounting of the money in our potable water 
LID account, listing income and payments, before any rate decision is 
reached? 

7. Before any decisions are made regarding our water system and/or 
rates, I urge you to hold another public meeting at a time when 
everyone can attend, in the evening or on a weekend day, and not just 
at a time for your convenience.  

Thanks for your consideration of our input. 

 

 

Leon Bennett                                     Lorraine Bennett 

509.378.9395                                    509.531.2745 


